reforms and others wanting to roll them back or "reform the reforms," are not something that affect only roman Catholics.
Why this autobiographical information? it is because no scholar is unaffected by these developments. no one comes to this topic without various biases that, consciously or not, inevitably affect one's judgment. As the reader will notice, i will not try to hide my biases. i will, rather, try to make them as transparent as possible so that my readers can decide for themselves just how far to agree or disagree with the way that i present and judge things.
General eucharistic Theology before Trent Gary Macy's chapter on the medieval theology of the eucharist provides excellent background for this chapter. for the more immediate background, see edward J. Kilmartin, The Eucharist in the West.2 in general, it is important to keep in mind the thoroughly medieval nature of the eucharistic theology that european Christians shared with each other, or argued about, on the eve of the Council of Trent. At this time theologiansthough not necessarily all popular preachers-focused above all "on the mystery of the sacraments of the body and blood and the efficacy of the eucharistic sacrifice for the living and the dead."3
Since the fourth lateran Council (1215), the theory of transubstantiation4 had been the most widespread explanation of the dogma of the eucharistic real presence. Those who may have preferred the theory of consubstantiation5-or "coexistence" as Macy refers to it-such as the fourteenth-century William of ockham, would nevertheless, generally, hold for transubstantiation because of Church authority.6 it was in this 2 edward J. Kilmartin, S.J., The Eucharist in the West: History and Theology (Collegeville, Mn, 1998) . See esp. ch. 5, "eucharistic Theology: high Scholasticism to the Council of Trent," pp. 155-168.
3 Kilmartin, The Eucharist in the West, p. 155. 4 Transubstantiation means the conversion of the whole substance of the bread and the wine into the whole substance of the body and the blood of Christ, with only the "accidents" (i.e., the appearances of the bread and the wine) remaining. for a balanced, brief, and nuanced description of this term, see The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 3rd ed. (oxford, 1997), p. 1637.
5 Consubstantiation means that after the consecration, the substances both of the body and the blood of Christ and of the bread and the wine coexist in union with each other. See The Oxford Dictionary, p. 408.
6 Kilmartin, The Eucharist in the West, p. 156. in this discussion the following terms are frequently found. The consecration, as a part of the Mass, refers to the act whereby the
